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WHY HAITI?  

 Geographic location – only 700 miles off coastline of Florida 

 Historical ties to U.S., we need to be "a force for good". 

 Haitians love their country.  They inspire us with their resilience (staying power) to 
make something out of nothing. 

     WHY CABRINI?  

 A church is just four walls if it does not have a mission outreach.   

 Missions are the lifeblood of the local church. 

 Outreach reminds us of Mother Cabrini's missionary spirit.  

 The church is called to evangelize globally. 

    WHY ST. JOSEPH FAMILY HOMES? 

 The staff has rescued street children in the poorest country in the Western 
Hemisphere for the past 28 years. 

 They empower children to become servant leaders. 

 Their multiple mission centers care for hundreds of children. 

 They empower children and families to go out and make positive changes in Haiti. 

 Former graduates from SJF are leaders of each of their three homes. 

 The parishioners of Cabrini have been given "the gift" of St.  Joseph Family Homes, in 
order to become more personally involved in the greater mission of the Church.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Future Cabrini Community Center 

HAITIAN PROVERB: 
"LITTLE BY LITTLE, THE BIRD MAKES ITS NEST." 

THAT IS HOW THE CABRINI COMMUNITY CENTER VISION WILL BECOME A REALITY!! 
 



 
LITTLE KNOWN FACTS ABOUT HAITI 

 
1. Native Haitians were pre-Columbian Amerindians called Taino, "the good people".    

The Taino named their land "Ayiti", meaning "land of mountains" – a term that     
became Haiti. 

2. More than 10% of Haitian children die before the age of five. 
3. 80% of Haitians live under the poverty line and 54% live in abject poverty. 
4. The average per capita income in Haiti is $480 a year, compared to $33,550 in the 

United States. 
5. Before the Jan. 12, 2010 earthquake, the UN estimated there were 430,000 orphans. 
6. Only 53% of Haitians can read and write. 
7. In the eighteenth century, Haiti was the richest colony in the French Empire and was 

known as the "Pearl of the Antilles". 
8. Haiti grew rich mainly through the importation of slaves and through devastating 

environmental degradation.  
9. Haiti is currently the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere. 
10. In 1801, ex-slave Toussaint L’Ouverture (1743-1803) led nearly one-half million 

Haitian slaves against French colonialists. Their victory was the first successful slave 
revolt and established Haiti as the first black republic. 

11. The United States did not recognize Haiti as an independent nation until 1852, even 
though it was freed in 1804. 

12. When Christopher Columbus landed on what he later named Hispaniola in 1492, the 
people greeted him with offerings, unaware that he was claiming their lands for 
Spain.  By 1508, the Haitian slave population went from 400,000 to 60,000 due to the 
devastating social, political, and ecological effect of Spain’s arrival.  Ten years later, 
less than 3,000 Haitian slaves remained alive on the island.  Many survived by eating 
the roots of trees that they made into cassava (poor man’s bread). 

13. From 1804 to 1915, more than 70 dictators ruled Haiti.  
14. “Brain Drain” began in the late 20th century when educated professionals and 

business people left Haiti because of a politically unstable government, which left the 
country without citizens able to make a difference.  

15. Life expectancy in Haiti is 50 years for men and 53 years for women.  
16. Haitians have the lowest caloric intake in the Americas, which has lead to chronic and 

fatal diseases. 
17. 25% to 40% of children under the age of five suffer chronic malnutrition. 


